RADIO BROADCASTING

Exchange of notes at Washington May 5, 1932
Entered into force May 5, 1932
Superseded by agreement of October 28 and December 10, 1938 *

47 Stat. 2704 ; Executive Agreement Series 34

The Canadian Minister to the Acting Secretary of State

CANADIAN LEGATION
No. 81 W ashington, May 5th, 1932

Sir:

I have the honour to inform you that the Canadian House of Commons
recently appointed a committee to enquire into the whole position of radio
broadcasting in Canada. This committee has under consideration a technical
scheme for broadcasting in Canada which it is considered will provide satis-
factory coverage in the chief population areas throughout the Dominion and
at the same time make provision for the community service that may be
desired. This scheme is divided into two distinct parts:

(a) A chain of high-power stations, operating on clear channels, and
located at suitable intervals across Ganada;

() A number of low-power stations of very limited range, operating on
shared channels, and located as required for community service.

If this scheme receives the approval of Parliament, it is proposed to use 50
K.W. stations, one in each of the Provinces of British Columbia, Manitoba,
Ontario, Quebec, and eventually one in the Maritime Provinces. In Sas-
katchewan and Alberta it is proposed to use 5 K.W. stations at present, two
being used in each Province, synchronized on a common channel. In Ontario
there will be, in addition, two 10 K.W. stations, one in Western Ontario and
one in Northern Ontario. Four smaller stations of one K.W. capacity each are
provided for the Port Arthur—Fort William area, and for Ottawa, Montreal,
and Quebec. In the Maritimes, three 500-watt stations are provided for the
present, one in each Province. The scheme also includes a 500-watt station on
the shared channels for the city of Toronto for local service.

In adopting this plan, Canada would reserve the right to increase the power
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of the stations in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Northern and Western Ontario to
50 K.W. each, should such increase become necessary.

The committee, in addition to considering the power required, proposed
the following channels as suitable for the main stations:

Prince Edward Island 630 K.C.
New Brunswick 1,030 K.C.
Nova Scotia 1,050 K.C.
Quebec 930 K.C.
Montreal area (1 K.W.) 600 K.C.

“ “ (50 KW.) 730 K.C.
Ottawa 880 X.C.
Toronto area (500 Watt) 1, 120K.C.

« € (50 K.W.) 690 K.C.
Western Ontario 840 K.C.
Northern Ontario 960 X.C.
Port Arthur-Fort William Area 780 K.C.
Manitoba 910 K.C.
Saskatchewan 540 X.C.
Alberta 1,030 K.C.
British Columbia 1,100K.C.

In order to ensure satisfactory local broadcast service throughout Canada,
it is proposed that stations, limited to a maximum power of 100 watts,
be erected where necessary, and that they should be operated on shared
channels. It is considered that one hundred or more such stations may eventu-
ally be required in Canada, and that twenty channels should be available
for this type of service. In establishing such stations, it is proposed to main-
tain the same geographical separation between Canadian and United States
stations as is maintained between United States stations of the same power.

Due notification would, of course, be given of the effective dates of any
changes in the present operation to conform with the above plan.

In the event of the adoption of the above arrangement, it is understood that
if, as the result of the Madrid Conference,? any additional channels are made
available for broadcasting, a further allocation will be made, as between the
United States and Canada, on an equitable basis.

I shall be obliged if you will inform me at your early convenience whether
the United States authorities can make the necessary readjustments so that
these channels will be available for effective use in Canada.

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration, Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

W. D. HerrRIDGE

The Hon. W. R. CasTLE, ]Jr.,
Acting Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

? For convention signed at Madrid Dec. 9, 1932 (TS 867), see ante, vol. 3, p. 65.
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The Acting Secretary of State to the Canadian Minister

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, May 5, 1932

SIr:

I am grateful for your courtesy in informing me by your note of May 5,
1932, of the technical plan which is being considered by the committee of
the Canadian House of Commons as a means of providing Canada with
satisfactory radio broadcasting coverage. You inquire whether the authorities
of the United States can make the readjustment necessary to render certain
channels available for effective use in Canada.

In reply, I am glad to inform you that as notice is given from time to time
of the dates of changes to be made in the present operations of Canadian
broadcasting stations to conform to the plan set out, this Government will be
glad to make the necessary readjustments.

It is understood that, if as the result of the Madrid Conference, any addi-
tional channels are made available for broadcasting, a further allocation
will be made, as between the United States and Canada, on an equitable
basis.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

W. R. CasTLE, Jr.
Acting Secretary of State

The Honorable
Wirriam DuncaN HERRIDGE,
K.C., DS.O.,, MC.,
Minister of the Dominion of Canada.



